[Course and treatment of osteomyelitis in childhood (author's transl)].
In the years 1955-1972 132 children with osteomyelitis were treated in the Pediatric, Surgical and Orthopedic Department of the university of Kiel. There was no increase in the incidence of osteomyelitis during this period. Acute hematogenous osteomyelitis was diagnosed in 111 children, chronic hematogenous osteomyelitis in 11 children, traumatic and postoperative osteomyelitis in 10 children. Secondary chronic osteomyelitis occurred in 1 patient. Mainly staphylococci (in 90%) were the pathogenic bacteria, whereas haemophilus, pseudomonas, streptococci group A, E. coli and mixed infections occurred less frequently. In 17 of 111 patients with acute hematogenous osteomyelitis there were no roentgenological changes. Bacteriological investigations of blood and pus, and the antistaphylolysin reaction (repeated in the course of the disease) were helpful to establish the diagnosis in many cases. 107 of 111 patients with acute hematogenous osteomyelitis were cured (8 patients with defects). 4 children died in septic shock or because of complications (meningitis, pleural empyema, pneumonia). Bactericidal antibiotics in high dosage (penicillins, gentamicin) were superior to bacteriostatic antibiotics. Additional surgical treatment was necessary in 49 of 111 patients with acute hematogenous osteomyelitis. Recommendations for antibiotic therapy of osteomyelitis are given.